THE NATIONAL SLED-DOG SURVEY
Background.
Sled-dog sports may have been pursued by enthusiasts in Australia for 25 years, yet despite some interest from business and media in that time, mention of our sports are still met with surprise by many, who are largely unaware of the sports existence. For years, those within the fraternity have sought acknowledgement of, and attempted to raise the profile of our sports with good success – and some criticism.
Our sports are still essentially considered; and will likely remain lower profile ‘niche’ recreational pursuits, especially when measured against more traditional pursuits such as bushwalking and horse riding, or the meteoric rise of mountain bike riding.
For some, this uniqueness is what attracts them to these sports in the first place, for others nothing less than the attention these sports receive in the northern hemisphere is acceptable. Whatever the individuals view, there is little doubt our sports in Australia need to benefit from stronger representation and exposure in order to stay afloat and expand.
This task is made more difficult by the developing issues of changing land management practices, stronger controls on access, climatic conditions, increased recreational populations and conflict between land use and land user groups, all impacting on our sports, [and others].
Coupled to this are other influences such as distance, mobility, economics and as a result, reduced involvement. For some in the community there is also the entrenched stigmatic effect of that four letter word ‘dogs’, which is harboured by misunderstanding, and a lack of general knowledge of our sports.
In order for our sports to stay afloat in a rapidly changing environment, it is imperative to develop a set of clear, acceptable guidelines for conducting our pursuits; guidelines which will form a basis for future discussion and negotiation with others.
Without a stable platform such as codes of conduct, natural area usage policy and environmental guidelines in place, any proposals whether for casual access, eventing or for greater support mechanisms, will be limited in their appeal.
Purpose.
Before such guidelines may be fully developed or enhanced, a picture of current activities must be gained, along with thoughts on future needs and expectations.
Whilst some knowledge may be available on current racing events and major club activities, it is probably not representative of all activity in any one season. Indeed, many teams seek to run and train their teams from the earliest suitable conditions and maximise their running season both prior to and at the conclusion of the race and club seasons proper. In addition it is highly unlikely that this information has been fully documented or compiled before in a complete package.
Information compiled from this survey may be used in the development of future documents to enhance sports development packages and business sponsorship proposals. The information will also prove beneficial to clubs, groups and individuals looking to establish new, or develop on existing events as well as in the general promotion of sled-dog sports nationwide.
Scope.
Dryland harness running of dog teams represents the majority of sled-dog sport, and so is a major focus of this survey, however all forms of sled-dog sports require greater acknowledgement and documentation, and should therefore also be captured in this survey. This survey aims to capture data from all persons actively pursuing all forms of sled-dog sports, regardless of age, club affiliation, level or type of activity. It aims to capture the pursuit of your activity outside of the major events, however if this is the extent of your activity, or your activities are conducted in the same areas you should include these also.
The survey is comprehensive and aims to capture data from across the spectrum of sports and has not been previously documented to this extent. The survey covers four main areas of information:
General Information: covering some basic information on you, your dogs and the activities you pursue. [10 questions]
Running / Training Information: to gain a profile of the types of activities across a given season, capturing data on the level of your activities and the methods employed. [25 questions]
Site Specific Information: capturing data on the extent of areas utilised, specific site attributes, and conditions and influences arising from your use of these areas. Please provide information on as many sites as you regularly visit. [31 questions]
Future Directions: your thoughts on where you want to go with your sports, and where the sled-dog community should be focusing its efforts in developing these sports. [26 questions]
Instructions. 
The survey is comprehensive and should not be rushed. It does not need to be completed all at once. Please take your time and read through the survey carefully before answering. Please provide answers to the questions as honestly and correctly as you can. There are no correct or incorrect answers. Please forward to all persons known to partake in sled-dog sports regardless of their level of activity or club affiliation. Please forward your completed survey to:
Rob Clive
ASSA State Rep - Qld 
PO Box 321 Redbank, Qld. 4301 
H: 07 32886927
M: 0414412126
qld@assa.asn.au
stormwatchsleddogs@gmail.com
Robert.Clive@brisbane.qld.gov.au
PART 1: GENERAL INFORMATION
Q1.1 
Contact details [Optional to complete]
Contact name:



………………………………………………………………………………

Contact phone number:

………………………………………………………………………………

Contact email:



………………………………………………………………………………
Q1.2
I am replying as?

[    ] An individual

[    ] A family]

…………………………………………………[        ] No. of adults

…………………………..[         ] No. of children
Q1.3
What is your age group? [For families tick all relevant fields].

[    ] <10yrs

[    ]11-20 yrs

[    ] 21-30yrs

[    ] 31-40yrs

[    ] 41-50yrs

[    ] 51-60yrs

[    ] >60yrs
Q1.4
What state and region do you reside?

[    ] QLD
[    ] Brisbane surrounds 



[    ] Brisbane West / valleys region 



[    ] Downs / Granite belt region 



[    ] Gold Coast / Hinterlands 



[    ] Sunshine Coast / Hinterlands

[    ] NSW
[    ] Sydney surrounds










[    ] South Coast













[    ] Central / North Coast












[    ] New England / Hunter Valley











[    ] Blue Mtns / SW Slopes











[    ] Sthn Highlands / Tablelands

[    ] ACT
[    ] Canberra surrounds 



[    ] Rural ACT / ranges








[    ] VIC
[    ] Melbourne surrounds 



[    ] Goldfields region 



[    ] Grampians / SW coast 



[    ] Nthn Vic / Murray River region



[    ] NE Alps / Gippsland region

[    ] SA
[    ] Adelaide surrounds





[    ] Adelaide hills region








 

                        [    ] Riverland district                                                                                                     



[    ] Far SE / Mt Gambier region 















[    ] Gulf / Penn. region

[    ] WA
[    ] Perth surrounds



[    ] SW coast and ranges




[    ] South coast / Albany region
Q1.5
Are you involved in any other dog sports / dog activities? [tick all relevant fields]

[    ] No

[    ] Yes
[    ] Breeding



[    ] Showing



[    ] Obedience



[    ] Agility



[    ] Flyball / Frisbee



[    ] Free running



[    ] Lure coursing



[    ] Track racing



[    ] Hunting / gaming



[    ] Sheep Dog trials



[    ] Other [please specify]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Q1.6
Do you subscribe to any dog or dog-sport related publications?

[    ] No                                                 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] Yes [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q1.7
Are you a member of any of the following? [tick all relevant fields, please specify]

[    ] Race Group/s

[eg: A5K, Sibe Ex]

……………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] Breed Club/s 

[eg: AMCV, SHCNSW]
……………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] Sled-dog Club/s 

[eg: NEGRC, SASDC] 
……………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] Sled-dog Association/s 
[eg: ASSA, ISDRA]

……………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] Other [please specify]




……………………………………………………………………………………………

[    ] None of the above


Q1.8
What sled-dog activities are you involved in? [tick all relevant fields]

[    ] Sled-dog racing [snow]

[    ] Sled-dog racing [dryland]

[    ] Sled-dog touring/tours recreational

[    ] Skijoring

[    ] Bikejoring

[    ] Canicross

[    ] Pulka

[    ] Weight pull competition

[    ] Dog backpacking

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q1.9
How long have you been involved in sled-dog sports?

[    ] <2yrs

[    ] 2-5yrs

[    ] 6-10yrs

[    ] 11-15yrs

[    ] >15yrs
Q1.10
What type/s and number of dog/s do you use? [include all dogs you regularly take on site]

[    ] Siberian Husky







[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Alaskan Husky







[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Alaskan Malamute






[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Samoyed








[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Hound types







[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Mixed breeds







[        ]
No. of dogs

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………..[        ] No. of dogs
PART 2: TRAINING / RUNNING INFORMATION
Q2.1
When do you normally commence on track training / running of your sled-dog/s or team/s?

[    ] End Feb

[    ] Mid March

[    ] End March

[    ] Mid April

[    ] End April

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q2.2
When do you normally cease on track training / running of your sled-dog/s or team/s?

[    ] End September

[    ] Mid October

[    ] End October

[    ] Mid November

[    ] End November

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q2.3
How do you travel to your training / running grounds?

[    ] 2WD family sedan/wagon

[    ] 2WD utility/tray back

[    ] 4WD utility/tray back/wagon

[    ] AWD style vehicle

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q2.4
When you travel to your training / running grounds do you tow a…?

[    ] Single axle dog trailer

[    ] Dual axle dog trailer

[    ] Camper trailer

[    ] Caravan

[    ] None of the above

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q2.5
What type of training / activities do you mostly conduct at these training / running grounds?

[    ] Sled-dog racing [snow]

[    ] Sled-dog racing [dryland]

[    ] Sled-dog touring/tours recreational

[    ] Skijoring

[    ] Bikejoring

[    ] Canicross 

[    ] Pulka

[    ] Weight pull competition

[    ] Dog backpacking

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q2.6
What type of vehicle/s do you normally use to train / run your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] Scooter 

[    ] 3 wheeled rig

[    ] 4 wheeled rig

[    ] Quad bike

[    ] Sled

[    ] Skis

[    ] Weight cart

[    ] Other [please specify]

……………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Q2.7
What would best describe how your training / running is mostly conducted?

[    ] Ad-hoc / Opportunistic / When time permits

[    ] Runs to a fixed format or schedule

[    ] Runs to a modified / variable format or schedule
Q2.8
Whom do you train / run your dog/s or team/s with?

[    ] Alone






[        ] % of the time

[    ] Family members





[        ] % of the time

[    ] Informal/social training group



[        ] % of the time

[    ] Formal training group/club



[        ] % of the time
Q2.9
How often do you conduct on track training / running of your dog/s or team?

[    ] 1x / week






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 2x / week






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 3x / week






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 4x / week






[        ] % of the time

[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………..
[        ] % of the time
Q2.10
 When do you train / run your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] Midweek






[         ] % of the time

[    ] Weekends





[         ] % of the time
Q2.11
What time of day do you train / run your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] Late afternoon





[        ] % of the time

[    ] Evening / night





[        ] % of the time

[    ] Early morning





[        ] % of the time

[    ] Day






[        ] % of the time
Q2.12
When training / running your dog/s or team/s, how many dogs do you use?

[    ] 1 dog






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 2 dogs






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 3-4 dogs






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 5-6 dogs






[        ] % of the time

[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………..
[        ] % of the time
Q2.13
When training / running your dog/s or team/s, what distance do you normally cover?

[    ] <4kms






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 4-6kms






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 7-8kms






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 9-10kms






[        ] % of the time

[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………..
[        ] % of the time
Q2.14
When visiting your training / running grounds, how many sessions do you complete with your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] 1x only






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 2x only






[        ] % of the time

[    ] 3x only






[        ] % of the time

[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………...[        ] % of the time 
Q2.15
When visiting your training / running grounds, how long do you stay?

[    ] Short-term stay [<1hr]




[        ] % of the time

[    ] Extended stay [2-4hrs]




[        ] % of the time

[    ] Overnight stay





[        ] % of the time

[    ] Weekend or longer stay




[        ] % of the time
Q2.16
How far do you travel to reach your training / running grounds?

[    ] <20kms or 20mins




[        ] % of the time

[    ] 20-50kms or 30mins




[        ] % of the time

[    ] 51-100kms or 1hr





[        ] % of the time

[    ] 101-200kms or 2hrs




[        ] % of the time

[    ] 201-300kms or 3hrs




[        ] % of the time

[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………..
[        ] % of the time
Q2.17
How many training / running grounds do you frequent with your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] 1-2

[    ] 3-4

[    ] 5-6

[    ] >6
Q2.18
Do you actively seek out new, interesting and suitable areas to train / run your dog/s or team/s?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No
Q2.19
When are you most likely to search for new training / running grounds?

[    ] During the off season

[    ] During the training season

[    ] During the race season

[    ] All year

[    ] Never
Q2.20
When searching for grounds to train / run your dog/s or team/s, what factors influence your decision on where you go? 
[tick all relevant fields and number 1, 2, 3… in order of importance to you]

[    ] Distance from where you live





[        ]

[    ] Distance from other landholders





[        ]

[    ] Track surface and condition





[        ]

[    ] Terrain type







[        ]

[    ] Vegetation cover







[        ]

[    ] Regular localised weather conditions




[        ]

[    ] [Ease of] vehicle access






[        ]

[    ] [Lack of] or popularity with other land users



[        ]

[    ] [Lack of] or presence of wildlife





[        ]

[    ] Remoteness / wildness / aesthetics




[        ]

[    ] Holders / managers of land tenures




[        ]

[    ] Legal implications






[        ]

[    ] Safety and security [for you, your dog/s, your equipment]

[        ]

[    ] Access to other facilities [accom, shops, fuel, vets, medical]

[        ]

[    ] Recommended by other dog drivers




[        ]

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………..
[        ]
Q2.21
When searching for grounds to train / run your dog/s or team/s, what methods / tools do you employ in order to locate and access suitable sites? [tick all relevant fields]

[    ] 2WD vehicle

[    ] 4WD vehicle

[    ] Motorbike / quad bike

[    ] Mountain bike

[    ] XC Skiing

[    ] Skidoo


[    ] Bushwalking

[    ] Mapping

[    ] GPS

[    ] Internet websites

[    ] Ad-hoc random exploration

[    ] Local knowledge / contacts

[    ] Commercial / industrial / utility services

[    ] Local / Sate Govt agencies offices

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q2.22
Do you document or record information about your training grounds for future reference?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No
Q2.23
Do you document or record information about your training runs to monitor your dog/s or team/s performance and progress?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No
Q2.24
What methods / tools do you employ to record data on your training / running grounds and your dog/s or team/s performance? 
[tick all relevant fields] 

[    ] GPS

[    ] Bike computer

[    ] Digital camera

[    ] Camcorder

[    ] Vehicle speedometer

[    ] Stopwatch

[    ] Sheet mapping measurements

[    ] Weather meter

[    ] Load test gauge

[    ] Clinometer / compass

[    ] Thermometer / stethoscope

[    ] None of the above

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Q2.25
What information do you record about your visits and your training runs? [tick all relevant fields]

[    ] Distance travelled

[    ] Elevation change

[    ] Total time elapsed

[    ] Average speed

[    ] Max. speed

[    ] Max. load

[    ] Temperature

[    ] Temp. dew point

[    ] Heat index

[    ] Wind chill factor

[    ] Wind speed / direction

[    ] Dog pad condition

[    ] Dog temperature

[    ] Dog heart rate

[    ] Dog recovery rate

[    ] None of the above 

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
PART 3: SITE INFORMATION 








SITE 1.





SITE 2.
	Q3.1
Does this site have an official, localised or given name?

	[    ] Yes [please specify]
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Yes [please specify]
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	Q3.2
Can you provide a reference point for the site? [eg: nearest main road, township, landmark, gps coordinates, map or website reference].
	[    ] Yes please specify]
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Yes please specify]
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	Q3.3
What best describes the particular type of site in which you train / run your dog/s or team/s?
	[    ] National Park
[    ] State Forest

[    ] State Conservation / nature reserve
[    ] Local govt. bushland reserve
[    ] Crown land
[    ] Public utility easement
[    ] Mining and/or industrial leasehold
[    ] Agricultural farmlands / private rural
[    ] Lands owned by community organisations
[    ] Designated multi-use public recreation trail
[    ] Public / private outdoor recreation and / or 4WD park
[    ] Gazetted public roadway – rural / other
[    ] Ungazetted roadway / pathway / unknown
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	[    ] National Park
[    ] State Forest

[    ] State Conservation / nature reserve
[    ] Local govt. bushland reserve
[    ] Crown land
[    ] Public utility easement
[    ] Mining and/or industrial leasehold
[    ] Agricultural farmlands / private rural
[    ] Lands owned by community organisations
[    ] Designated multi-use public recreation trail
[    ] Public / private outdoor recreation and / or 4WD park
[    ] Gazetted public roadway – rural / other
[    ] Ungazetted roadway / pathway / unknown
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………




	Q3.4
Who are the landholders / land managers of the area in which you train / run your dog/s or teams?
	[    ] State Govt
[    ] Local Govt
[    ] Public Utility provider
[    ] Commercial / industrial / mining company
[    ] Private property owner
[    ] Private park operator
[    ] Community organisation
[    ] Don’t know / don’t contact anyone 
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………

	[    ] State Govt
[    ] Local Govt
[    ] Public Utility provider
[    ] Commercial / industrial / mining company
[    ] Private property owner
[    ] Private park operator
[    ] Community organisation
[    ] Don’t know / don’t contact anyone 
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………

	Q3.5
Were you required to obtain permission or notify landholder or land manager to train / run your dog/s team/s here?

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know
[    ] Not applicable
	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know
[    ] Not applicable

	Q3.6
How did you acquire permission to access this site?
	[    ] Public access provided
[    ] Verbal agreement only
[    ] Written agreement only
[    ] Log book visitation record
[    ] Registration for single / multiple events
[    ] Permit application
[    ] Don’t know 
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………

	[    ] Public access provided
[    ] Verbal agreement only
[    ] Written agreement only
[    ] Log book visitation record
[    ] Registration for single / multiple events
[    ] Permit application
[    ] Don’t know 
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………

	Q3.7
If a permit application was required, was a fee payable?
	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	Q3.8
What type of permit was issued?
	[    ] Season pass
[    ] Limited time pass [ie:1 month]
[    ] Traverse all areas
[    ] Traverse specific areas only
[    ] Traverse certain times only
[    ] Not applicable
	[    ] Season pass
[    ] Limited time pass [ie:1 month]
[    ] Traverse all areas
[    ] Traverse specific areas only
[    ] Traverse certain times only
[    ] Not applicable

	Q3.9
How do you access this site?

	[    ] Locked gate – security code required
[    ] Locked gate – padlock key required
[    ] Unlocked gate / gate unlocked at set times
[    ] No gate – entry accessible to all

	[    ] Locked gate – security code required
[    ] Locked gate – padlock key required
[    ] Unlocked gate / gate unlocked at set times
[    ] No gate – entry accessible to all

	Q3.10
How did you find out about this site?
	[    ] Told by friends / local contact / other dog drivers 
[    ] Discovered by chance whilst touring / exploring
[    ] Went searching for a specific site
[    ] Researched sheet mapping / Internet websites
[    ] Publicised in local media  /  TV programs
[    ] Sought advice and assistance from local / state govt. agencies
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………

	[    ] Told by friends / local contact / other dog drivers 
[    ] Discovered by chance whilst touring / exploring
[    ] Went searching for a specific site
[    ] Researched sheet mapping / Internet websites
[    ] Publicised in local media  /  TV programs
[    ] Sought advice and assistance from local / state govt. agencies
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………

	Q3.11
Are their any constraints placed on you when visiting this site?
	[    ] No lighting fires
[    ] Fires only in built fireplaces
[    ] No collecting firewood / must supply own   
firewood
[    ] No camping allowed
[    ] No unrestrained dogs
[    ] No dogs allowed
[    ] Limit on numbers of people
[    ] No access to scientific / conservation plots
[    ] Access only to specific fire blocks / management zones / logging coups
[    ] No constraints
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………
	[    ] No lighting fires
[    ] Fires only in built fireplaces
[    ] No collecting firewood / must supply own firewood
[    ] No camping allowed
[    ] No unrestrained dogs
[    ] No dogs allowed
[    ] Limit on numbers of people
[    ] No access to scientific / conservation plots
[    ] Access only to specific fire blocks / management zones / logging coups
[    ] No constraints
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………….

	Q3.12
Is this site used for formal sled-dog events? [tick all relevant fields]
	[    ] National races
[    ] State / club based races
[    ] Charity events
[    ] Workshops / boot camps
[    ] None of the above

	[    ] National races
[    ] State / club based races
[    ] Charity events
[    ] Workshops / boot camps
[    ] None of the above

	Q3.13
Do you come here to train / run as it is already known to you, or generally accepted that sled-dog activities are conducted here?

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
	[    ] Yes
[    ] No

	Q3.14
How many times in a season would you visit this particular site?
	[    ] <3x / yr
[    ] 3-5x / yr
[    ] 5-7x / yr
[    ]7-8x / yr
[    ] >8x / yr

	[    ] <3x / yr
[    ] 3-5x / yr
[    ] 5-7x / yr
[    ]7-8x / yr
[    ] >8x / yr

	Q3.15
What facilities are available at this particular site?
	[    ] Adequate vehicle / trailer parking
[    ] Camping sites
[    ] Toilets / showers
[    ] BBQs / picnic facilities
[    ] Fireplaces / firewood
[    ] Rubbish bins / dog waste bins
[    ] Interpretive information / trail signage
[    ] No facilities available at this site 
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………
	[    ] Adequate vehicle / trailer parking
[    ] Camping sites
[    ] Toilets / showers
[    ] BBQs / picnic facilities
[    ] Fireplaces / firewood
[    ] Rubbish bins / dog waste bins
[    ] Interpretive information / trail signage
[    ] No facilities available at this site 
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………….


	Q3.16
Approximately how many kilometres of tracks are available to traverse in this area?

	[    ] <5km
[    ] 5-10kms
[    ] 11-15kms
[    ] 16-20kms
[    ] 21-25kms
[    ] >25kms

	[    ] <5km
[    ] 5-10kms
[    ] 11-15kms
[    ] 16-20kms
[    ] 21-25kms
[    ] >25kms


	Q3.17
What best describes the trail network in this area?

	[    ] Formed or unformed publicly gazetted roadways
[    ] Fire / management trails [dry weather]
[    ] Fire management trails [all weather]
[    ] Utility service maintenance trails
[    ] Formed or unformed 4WD tracks [marked or       unmarked]
[    ] Multi-use / specific use recreation trail
[    ] Stock route
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………

	[    ] Formed or unformed publicly gazetted roadways
[    ] Fire / management trails [dry weather]
[    ] Fire management trails [all weather]
[    ] Utility service maintenance trails
[    ] Formed or unformed 4WD tracks [marked or unmarked]
[    ] Multi-use / specific use recreation trail
[    ] Stock route
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………


	Q3.18
What best describes the track surface in this area?

	[    ] Snow well - packed during the season
[    ] Snow - variable during the season
[    ] Sand / sandy loam
[    ] Silt / clay
[    ] Gravel
[    ] Shale / stony
[    ] Coal / ash
[    ] Grass / leaf litter / pine needles
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..

	[    ] Snow well - packed during the season
[    ] Snow - variable during the season
[    ] Sand / sandy loam
[    ] Silt / clay
[    ] Gravel
[    ] Shale / stony
[    ] Coal / ash
[    ] Grass / leaf litter / pine needles
[    ] Other [please specify]
………………………………………

	Q3.19
 What best describes the track condition in this area?
	[    ] Excellent – well maintained
[    ] Very good
[    ] Good
[    ] Satisfactory
[    ] Poor – not maintained
[    ] Variable
[    ] Other [please specify]
………………………………………………….

	[    ] Excellent – well maintained
[    ] Very good
[    ] Good
[    ] Satisfactory
[    ] Poor – not maintained
[    ] Variable
[    ] Other [please specify]
………………………………………………….


	Q3.20
What best describes the terrain in this area?

	[    ] Flat
[    ] Undulating
[    ] Steep / mountainous
[    ] Variable
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..

	[    ] Flat
[    ] Undulating
[    ] Steep / mountainous
[    ] Variable
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..


	Q3.21
What best describes the vegetation in this area?
	[    ] Heavily timbered wet sclerophyll forest
[    ] Closed /open dry sclerophyll forest
[    ] Closed /open woodland
[    ] Open grasslands / plains
[    ] Coastal heath lands / wannum
[    ]Temperate riparian rainforest
[    ] Pine plantation
[    ] Other [please specify]
………………………………………………….
	[    ] Heavily timbered wet sclerophyll forest
[    ] Closed /open dry sclerophyll forest
[    ] Closed /open woodland
[    ] Open grasslands / plains
[    ] Coastal heath lands / wannum
[    ]Temperate riparian rainforest
[    ] Pine plantation
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..

	Q3.22
Is this area occasionally affected by the following? [tick all relevant fields]
	[    ] Bushfire
[    ] Flooding [flash or inundation]
[    ] Storm and extreme weather events
[    ] Gully erosion / track washouts
[    ] Landslip / landslide
[    ] Collapsed mines
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..

	[    ] Bushfire
[    ] Flooding [flash or inundation]
[    ] Storm and extreme weather events
[    ] Gully erosion / track washouts
[    ] Landslip / landslide
[    ] Collapsed mines
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..


	Q3.23
Do you ever encounter [or sight evidence of] any of the following when visiting this area? [tick all relevant fields]
	[    ] Koala populations
[    ] Wild dogs [alone / packs]
[    ] Brumbies [alone / mobs]
[    ] Feral pests [rabbits / foxes / pigs / deer / etc.]
[    ] Straying livestock
[    ] Dead wildlife
[    ] Animal / bird traps or snares
[    ] Hunters with firearms / loose dogs
[    ] Illegal dog fighting activities
[    ] Illegal land clearing
[    ] Illegal chemical / oil / tyre dumping
[    ] Illegal drug crops
[    ] Illegal, newly carved or undesignated tracks
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..

	[    ] Koala populations
[    ] Wild dogs [alone / packs]
[    ] Brumbies [alone / mobs]
[    ] Feral pests [rabbits / foxes / pigs / deer / etc.]
[    ] Straying livestock
[    ] Dead wildlife
[    ] Animal / bird traps or snares
[    ] Hunters with firearms / loose dogs
[    ] Illegal dog fighting activities
[    ] Illegal land clearing
[    ] Illegal chemical / oil / tyre dumping
[    ] Illegal drug crops
[    ] Illegal, newly carved or undesignated tracks
[    ] Other [please specify]
…………………………………………………..


	Q3.24
Do you ever report these incidents or sightings to the landholder, land manager or other authorities?

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
	[    ] Yes
[    ] No

	Q3.25
If no, then why not?
	[    ] Didn’t consider it to be of importance
[    ] Didn’t consider it impacted on my activity
[    ] Thought somebody else may have reported it
[    ] Fear of reprisal / personal safety
[    ] Didn’t want to be found out
[    ] De-sensitised / so used to seeing it
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………

	[    ] Didn’t consider it to be of importance
[    ] Didn’t consider it impacted on my activity
[    ] Thought somebody else may have reported it
[    ] Fear of reprisal / personal safety
[    ] Didn’t want to be found out
[    ] De-sensitised / so used to seeing it
[    ] Other [please specify]
……………………………………………………

	Q3.26
Are herbicide, pesticide, baiting or trapping programs conducted in this area?

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Yes
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know


	Q3.27
Have you ever been made aware of these programs occurring, or been advised of any specific issues relating to plant and animal pests and diseases in this area?

	[    ] Yes [please specify]
………………………………………………..
………………………………………………..
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Yes [please specify]
………………………………………………..
………………………………………………..
[    ] No
[    ] Don’t know

	Q3.28
Do you often encounter any of the following land users when visiting this area? [tick all relevant fields]

	[    ] Rally car drivers
[    ] 4wheel drivers
[    ] Motorbike riders
[    ] Horse riders
[    ] Downhill / xc skiers
[    ] Skidoo riders
[    ] Rogainers / orienteerers
[    ] Bushwalkers / campers
[    ] Families / picnickers
[    ] Firewood collectors
[    ] Farmers and graziers
[    ]Hunters and trappers
[    ] Rangers / forestry workers
[    ] Mining / construction workers
[    ] Environmental / scientific researchers
[    ] Other dog drivers
	[    ] Rally car drivers
[    ] 4wheel drivers
[    ] Motorbike riders
[    ] Horse riders
[    ] Downhill / xc skiers
[    ] Skidoo riders
[    ] Rogainers / orienteerers
[    ] Bushwalkers / campers
[    ] Families / picnickers
[    ] Firewood collectors
[    ] Farmers and graziers
[    ]Hunters and trappers
[    ] Rangers / forestry workers
[    ] Mining / construction workers
[    ] Environmental / scientific researchers
[    ] Other dog drivers

	Q3.29
If you encounter other land users in this area, how would you describe their acknowledgement to you and your dog/s or team/s?
	[    ] Totally fascinated
[    ] Very interested
[    ] Bewildered / curious
[    ] Not very interested
[    ] Totally disinterested
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Totally fascinated
[    ] Very interested
[    ] Bewildered / curious
[    ] Not very interested
[    ] Totally disinterested
[    ] Don’t know


	Q3.30
If approached by other land users in this area, how would you describe their reaction to you and your dog/s or team/s?
	[    ] Positive – very accepting of your activity
[    ] Considerate – accepting of your activity
[    ] Negative – not at all accepting of your activity
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Positive – very accepting of your activity
[    ] Considerate – accepting of your activity
[    ] Negative – not at all accepting of your activity
[    ] Don’t know


	Q3.31
If approached by other land users in this area, how would you describe their behaviour toward you and your dog/s or team/s?
	[    ] Welcoming and friendly
[    ] Hesitant and uncertain
[    ] Unwelcoming and unfriendly
[    ] Authoritative and directive
[    ] Aggressive and verbally / physically abusive
[    ] Don’t know

	[    ] Welcoming and friendly
[    ] Hesitant and uncertain
[    ] Unwelcoming and unfriendly
[    ] Authoritative and directive
[    ] Aggressive and verbally / physically abusive
[    ] Don’t know



PART 4: FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Q4.1
Since being involved in sled-dog sports, would you say the opportunities and areas to train /run your dog/s or team/s have…?

[    ] Increased

[    ] Remained stable

[    ] Decreased

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.2
In the last 5 years has the number of dogs in your kennel…?

[    ] Increased

[    ] Remained stable

[    ] Decreased
Q4.3
In the next 5 years will the numbers of dogs in your kennel…?

[    ] Increase

[    ] Remain stable

[    ] Decrease
Q4.4
In the next 5 years what will be your level of involvement in your sport?

[    ] Regularly involved

[    ] Occasionally involved

[    ] Not involved

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.5
Overall, how do you rate the current state of all sled-dog sports in Australia?

[    ] Excellent

[    ] Very good

[    ] Good

[    ] Average

[    ] Poor
Q4.6
Overall, how do you feel about the medium term future [next 5 yrs] of all sled-dog sports in Australia?

[    ] Very positive

[    ] Reasonably positive

[    ] Not very positive

[    ] Very concerned

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.7
Do you think the profile of, and interest in all sled-dog sports needs to be lifted in Australia?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.8
Who do you think should be driving this?

[    ] National coordinating body

[    ] State /regional clubs and groups

[    ] Individuals

[    ] All of the above

[    ] Other [please specify]

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.9
Do you support the running of a nationally based point score program for all sled-dog sports, regardless of the format?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.10
Do you support the running of a state based point score program for all sled-dog sports, regardless of the format?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.11
Would you be prepared to access areas to train / run your dog/s or team/s on a ‘user pays’ basis?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No 

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.12
 Have you ever had any involvement or contact with groups such as Tread Lightly Australia, The Outdoor Recreation Federation, The National Trails Cooperative or other similar groups?

[    ] Yes [please specify]

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.13
Would you be prepared to share access to areas to run your dog/s or team/s with other ‘dog sports’, ‘like sports’ or other outdoor recreational clubs and organisations?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.14
Have you ever been involved in discussions with other ‘dog sports’, ‘like sports’ or outdoor recreational clubs and organisations regarding access to areas and sharing thoughts, ideas, knowledge, skill sets etc?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No
Q4.15
How do you feel about the idea of combining forces with other groups with similar interests, to share knowledge, information, resources, etc and work toward achieving common goals and shared access?

[    ] Positive move – worthy of further consideration

[    ] Cautiously optimistic – could be beneficial

[    ] Negative move – don’t see any value in this process

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.16
In regard to sled-dog racing competition, where do you believe the future focus of the sport should be?

[    ] Stronger trans-Tasman competition

[    ] More national events

[    ] Less national events

[    ] More state or club based races

[    ] Less state or club based races

[    ] Breed specific races

[    ] Don’t know 

[    ] Other [please specify]

……………………………………………………………………………………..
Q4.17
Where do you consider efforts need to be directed, in order to lift the profile of, and interest in sled-dog sports? 
[tick all relevant fields and number 1, 2, 3, in order of importance to you]

[    ] Higher level discussion and mediation with government agencies

[        ]

[    ] Greater tourism / business involvement and broader advertising

[        ]

[    ] Expanded commercial and sponsorship support



[        ]

[    ] Enhanced quality and quantity of media exposure



[        ]

[    ] Consolidation / amalgamation of clubs





[        ]

[    ] Greater support / involvement from overseas sled-dog racing bodies

[        ]

[    ] Greater club / state level fundraising





[        ]

[    ] Increased number of practical workshops / boot camps / skills training

[        ]

[    ] Improved public spectator opportunities





[        ]

[    ] Greater interaction with other outdoor recreation groups


[        ]

[    ] Don’t know 

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………..
[        ]
Q4.18
What factors impact on your involvement in your sport? [tick all relevant fields and number 1, 2, 3 in order of importance to you]

[    ] Travel distance to competing events





[        ]

[    ] Cost of travel to attend events






[        ]

[    ] Lowered number of competitors at events




[        ]

[    ] Limited sponsorship and support at events




[        ]

[    ] Poor organisation and running of events




[        ]

[    ] Inconsistent decision making / variable race rules



[        ]

[    ] Cost of maintaining dog/s health and welfare




[        ]

[    ] Outside influences / personal, family and work commitments


[        ]

[    ] None of the above

[    ] Other [please specify]

…………………………………………………..
[        ]
Q4.19
Do you consider sled-dog sports in Australia have need of a national coordinating body?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.21
What benefit do you see in the existence of a national coordinating body?

[    ] Financial support

[    ] Marketing / sponsorship support

[    ] Contacts within / outside the sport

[    ] Greater cohesion and coordination of sled-dog sports nationwide

[    ] Better access to event support

[    ] Greater voice for sled-dog sports

[    ] All of the above

[    ] None of the above

[    ] Other [please specify]

……………………………………………….
Q4.22
What information would you like to receive from a national coordinating body?

[    ] Technical talk

[    ] Training / racing tips

[    ] Race scheduling

[    ] Competition formats / coordination

[    ] Location of training / running sites

[    ] International sports information updates

[    ] Policies and regulation [eg: anti-doping, race rules, natural area usage, etc] 


[    ] Other [please specify]

………………………………………………………
Q4.23
In what format would you prefer to receive this information?

[    ] Website

[    ] Forum

[    ] E-mails with links

[    ] Post

[    ] Newsletters – quarterly, half yearly or yearly

[    ] All of the above
Q4.24
Do you believe a national coordinating body should do more to promote the other sled-dog sports besides harness racing?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.25
Do you think all sled-dog related clubs and groups should be affiliated with a national coordinating body to afford better consistency in the sport?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
Q4.26
Are you in favour of a national coordinating body supporting and financing participants to compete internationally?

[    ] Yes

[    ] No

[    ] Don’t know
SURVEY ENDS: 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION. 
RESULTS WILL BE PUBLISHED AT www.assa.asn.au
BY __ / __ / 2011.


